COTTON

CHAPTER I
FOUNDATION OF THE ENGLISH COTTON TRADE
THE importance of the Cotton Trade of the United
Kingdom is seen in the amount of capital invested in it,
the number of people employed in the sheds, factories,
and works connected with the production and finishing
of cloth step by step from the raw material, the
thousands engaged in the distribution of the finished
goods in all the markets of the world, and the variety of
useful and artistic productions which come from the looms.
The arts of spinning and weaving are among the oldest
in the world. Long before the days of European history
people were vestured in woven cloths. Four thousand
years before Christ linen cloths were in common use in
Egypt. Joseph arrayed himself in vestures of fine linen,
and Joseph's coat of many colours shows that great men's
children were clothed in coloured garments. When the
Tabernacle was constructed in the wilderness, two cen-
turies later, by Moses, " The women that were wise-hearted
did spin, with their hands, and brought that which they
had spun, both of blue .and of purple, and of scarlet, and
of fine linen/'
1 The Hebrews used three words for linen, viz. bad, shesh,
and butz. It is considered that bad only referred to linen
from which the priests' garments were made, that shesh
denoted cotton of which the curtains of the Tabernacle
consisted, and butz indicated the silky fibre found on the
shell-fish called "pinna."
It is believed that cotton manufacture was first de-
veloped in India and thence spread to Persia, Egypt, and
later into Europe. Throughout India the arts of spinning